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WHENEVER a t special occasions t h e ques t ion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l un i f i ca t ion 
of c a t a l o g i n g ru le s has ar i sen , p ro fe s s iona l 
l i b r a r i a n s conce rned w i t h these p r o b l e m s 
h a v e s t a t ed , a l m o s t u n a n i m o u s l y , t h a t a 
w o r l d - w i d e a g r e e m e n t in th is field is p rac -
t ica l ly impossible . O n e of t he special rea-
sons g iven is t h e basic d i f f e r ence b e t w e e n 
the A n g l o - A m e r i c a n sys tem a n d t h e p rac -
tice as p r e v a i l i n g in t he G e r m a n - s p e a k i n g 
coun t r i e s . O c c a s i o n f o r such discussions 
w a s o f f e r ed a t the t i m e w h e n w e w e r e to ld 
a b o u t t h e success fu l un i f i ca t ion of E n g l i s h 
a n d A m e r i c a n c a t a l o g i n g ru les , b r o u g h t 
a b o u t by t he c o o p e r a t i o n of the l a r g e l i b r a r y 
associa t ions of t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s in 1908 , 
and l a t e r aga in , w h e n in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
t h e G e r m a n G e s a m t k a t a l o g t h e p r o b l e m 
of a u n i f o r m set of ru l e s f o r G e r m a n re-
search l ib ra r i e s e n t e r e d t h e decisive s ta te , 
a n d finally w h e n a u n i f o r m t r a d e bibl iog-
r a p h y in c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e D e u t s c h e 
Bi ichere i in L e i p z i g w a s c o n t e m p l a t e d . 
U s u a l l y t h e discussions e n d e d w i t h t h e 
skept ica l s t a t e m e n t , it w o u l d be p r e m a t u r e 
1 This article was written in 1947 for the "Festschrift" 
in honor of the 25 years' jubilee of Dr. Josef Bick, di-
rector general of the Austrian National Library. The 
"Festschrift" is entitled Die Osterreichische Nationalbib-
liothek and has been published by H. Bauer-Verlag, 
Vienna 1948. The English version is reproduced with 
special permission of the publisher. The original text 
has been thoroughly revised and in some parts modified 
and expanded, since in the immediate postwar period, 
when this article was written, Austria was practically 
cut off from the world outside and the author had to 
base his statements on very fragmentary sources of in-
formation. The English translation is due to Johannes 
L. Dewton, of the Library of Congress, whose help is 
greatly appreciated by the author. 
t o t ack le such Utopian p lans , if t h e r e ever 
shou ld be a n y need to t a k e u p such p rob -
lems a t al l . 
B u t n o t on ly t he l i b r a r i a n s of G e r m a n -
s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s s h o w e d th is skept ica l a t -
t i t u d e t o w a r d i n t e r n a t i o n a l un i f i c a t i on of 
c a t a l o g i n g ru les . E v e n an o r g a n i z a t i o n 
such as t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l F e d e r a t i o n of 
L i b r a r y Assoc ia t ions c h a r g e d specif ical ly 
w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i ons in t he l i b r a r y 
field a n d expec ted to e n c o u r a g e such de-
v e l o p m e n t s , has t r e a t e d th is p r o b l e m w i t h a 
' ce r ta in hes i t a t ion a n d r e s igna t ion . N e v e r -
theless , t h e ques t ion f o r m e d a r e g u l a r l y 
r e c u r r i n g f e a t u r e in t h e p r o g r a m of discus-
sions. I n t he las t p r e w a r m e e t i n g of t he 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l L i b r a r y C o m m i t t e e ( N e t h e r -
l ands , J u l y 1 9 3 9 ) t he r e p o r t i n g m e m b e r of 
the S u b c o m m i t t e e on U n i f o r m C a t a l o g u e 
Ru le s , K . D . M e t c a l f , s t a t ed as m a i n task 
of t he c o m m i t t e e f o r t he t i m e be ing to s t u d y 
the c a t a l o g i n g ru le s of the v a r i o u s coun -
tr ies , t o m a k e t h e m accessible by t r a n s l a -
t ions , a n d to c o m p a r e t h e m . 
T h i s t ask w a s sp l end id ly p e r f o r m e d by 
J . C . M . H a n s o n in his p a i n s t a k i n g a n a l -
ysis of 19 d i f f e r e n t sets of ru l e s w h i c h is 
the m a i n c o n t e n t s of his book, A Compara-
tive Study of Cataloging Rules Based on 
the Anglo-American Code of igoS, Chi-
cago, 1939 . A s to t h e final goal , t h e c rea-
t ion of u n i f o r m i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y accep tab le 
c a t a l o g i n g ru les , M r . M e t c a l f h a d m a d e in 
1939 the f o l l o w i n g r a t h e r conse rva t i ve 
s t a t e m e n t : " I t w i l l , h o w e v e r , t ake m a n y 
yea r s b e f o r e such a goa l can be looked on 
as m o r e t h a n idea l i s t i c . " 
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T h i s sugges t s t h e q u e s t i o n : W h a t w i l l 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y u n i f o r m c a t a l o g i n g accom-
p l i s h ? O n e of t h e m a i n ob jec t ives of t he 
s u p p o r t e r s of u n i f o r m c a t a l o g i n g c e r t a i n l y 
is t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l e x c h a n g e a n d use of 
p r i n t e d c a t a l o g ca rds , as p r ac t i ced f o r 
m a n y yea r s w i t h i n a n a t i o n a l scope by t h e 
m a r v e l o u s sys tem of c a r d d i s t r i b u t i o n serv-
ice of t he L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s in W a s h i n g -
ton . W i t h i n G e r m a n - s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s 
t he c a r d s of t he D e u t s c h e Bi ichere i in 
L e i p z i g h a d been a p r o m i s i n g s tep in th i s 
d i r ec t ion , t a k e n s h o r t l y b e f o r e t he w a r . 
A d d to th i s t h e g r e a t e r ease f o r t h e c rea-
t ion of b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l c e n t r a l ca ta logs , 
u n i o n ca ta logs , etc., a n d t h e po ten t i a l i t i e s 
in case t h e book t r a d e w o u l d j o in t he in-
t e r n a t i o n a l n o r m s of desc r ip t ive c a t a l o g i n g . 
T h u s a w o r l d of f a s c i n a t i n g p rospec t s opens 
f o r t he f u t u r e . W e w i l l concede t h a t a l l 
this s o u n d s r a t h e r Utopian if i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
app l i ca t i on is i n t e n d e d . O n e s h o u l d rea l -
ize, h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e A n g l o - S a x o n l i b r a r -
ians h a d to fight f o r un i f i ca t ion a g a i n s t an 
o v e r w h e l m i n g pess imism, a n d t h a t t he P r u s -
sian c a t a l o g i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s h a d t o over -
come e n o r m o u s res i s t ance a n d diff icul t ies 
b e f o r e b e i n g m o r e o r less g e n e r a l l y accep ted 
in G e r m a n - s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s . T h u s one 
c a n n o t d e n y the possibi l i ty t h a t a un i f i ca t ion 
on a w o r l d - w i d e scale cou ld be accompl i shed 
w i t h pa t i ence a n d s t ead fa s tnes s . E v e n if 
th i s goa l w o u l d n e v e r be r eached com-
ple te ly , p a r t i a l p rog res s t o w a r d it w o u l d 
m e a n m u c h . E v e n w i t h i n t h e l ingu i s t i ca l ly 
h o m o g e n e o u s g r o u p s m e n t i o n e d b e f o r e a 
c o m p l e t e i n t e g r a t i o n has n o t t a k e n p lace . 
I t m a y be conceded t h a t t he o l d e r g e n e r a -
t ion of l i b r a r i a n s can h a r d l y h o p e to see 
t he c r e a t i o n o r t h e g e n e r a l accep tance of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y u n i f o r m c a t a l o g i n g ru les . 
B u t s h o u l d t h a t p r e v e n t us f r o m t r y i n g 
e v e r y t h i n g to lead t h e c o m i n g g e n e r a t i o n 
on a w a y w h i c h w i l l f a c i l i t a t e its p ro fes -
s ional w o r k t r e m e n d o u s l y a n d w i l l f o r m a 
b y p a t h , n o t q u i t e u n i m p o r t a n t , t o w a r d 
p e a c e f u l i n t e r n a t i o n a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g ? C e r -
t a in ly , these t h o u g h t s a r e " i d e a l i s t i c " ac-
c o r d i n g to M e t c a l f ' s express ion , b u t of a 
type o f — I m i g h t s a y — " p r a c t i c a l i d e a l i s m , " 
w i t h o u t w h i c h a success fu l ac t iv i ty of li-
b r a r i a n s is u n t h i n k a b l e . 
B u t w h e r e a r e t he m a i n di f f icul t ies w h i c h 
m u s t be ove rcome , if a so lu t i on accep tab le 
to all p a r t s s h o u l d be f o u n d f o r t h e p rob -
l em of u n i f i c a t i o n ? A s f a r as c a t a l o g c a r d s 
f o r w o r k s of p e r s o n a l a u t h o r s a r e c o n c e r n e d , 
i n t e r f i l i n g of c a r d s of f o r e i g n o r ig in in-
volves n o p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m . T h e s i tua-
t ion is d i f f e r e n t in t he case of so ca l led 
" a n o n y m o u s " w r i t i n g s . H e r e , i ndeed , lies 
a g r e a t s t u m b l i n g b lock w h i c h has been 
r ecogn ized in i ts i m p o r t a n c e , b u t w h i c h has 
n o t been r e m o v e d ye t . T h e g r e a t a n t a g o -
n i sm d i v i d i n g th is p a r t i c u l a r field of c a t a log -
ing t e c h n i q u e can be expressed as f o l l o w s : 
on one side p r e f e r e n c e of " c o r p o r a t e " au-
tho r sh ip , c o m b i n e d w i t h m e c h a n i c a l t i t l e 
a r r a n g e m e n t a c c o r d i n g to t he first w o r d n o t 
be ing an a r t i c l e ; on t he o t h e r side p r e f e r -
ence of t i t l e en t r i e s a c c o r d i n g to the ca tch-
w o r d sys tem ( u s u a l l y t he first n o u n in t h e 
n o m i n a t i v e c a s e ) . 
T h a t , s chema t i ca l ly , is t h e m a i n d i f f e r -
ence, so o f t e n discussed, b e t w e e n the A n g l o -
A m e r i c a n c a t a l o g i n g t e c h n i q u e , as codif ied 
in t h e Catalog Rules of 1908 ( a b b r e v i a t e d 
C.R.) a n d the p rac t i ce of t h e G e r m a n -
s p e a k i n g coun t r i e s , as expressed in a r ep re -
s e n t a t i v e f o r m in t h e Prussian Instructions 
( P r . I . ) . 2 
F i r s t some basic r e m a r k s c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
ques t i on of c o r p o r a t e bodies . T h e r e is 
n o t h i n g to be said aga ins t t he ex tens ion of 
t he t e r m a u t h o r s h i p , a l r e a d y used in a 
r a t h e r w i d e sense in t h e P r . I . , f r o m physi-
cal i n d i v i d u a l s to legal pe rsons . T o do so 
is n o c o n t r a d i c t i o n to logic . A n d even if 
it w o u l d be aga ins t logic, it w o u l d n o t m a t -
te r . O n e s h o u l d n o t o v e r e s t i m a t e t he im-
2 The complete title reads: Instruktioncn fur die alpha-
betischen Kataloge dcr preussischen Bibliotheken vom 
10. Mai 1899. (Various editions) 
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p o r t a n c e of f o r m a l logic in j u d g i n g on 
p r o b l e m s of c a t a l o g i n g t e c h n i q u e . T h e 
p rac t i c a l aspect of t he ru l e , especial ly f r o m 
the use r ' s v i e w p o i n t , is a l one dec id ing . 
E v e n t h e P r . I . r e cogn ized lega l pe r sona l i t y 
as p r inc ip l e of e n t r y in one c a s e : Sect ion 60 , 
d e a l i n g w i t h sales ca t a logs a n d p rospec tuses 
of c o m m e r c i a l f i rms , p rov ides e n t r y u n d e r 
t he n a m e of t he f i r m . 
B u t the m a i n po in t of c r i t ic i sm r epea t ed ly 
ra ised by G e r m a n cr i t ics of t he C.R. is 
t he c o m p l e x i t y a n d d ive rs i ty of the ru les 
f o r c o r p o r a t e a u t h o r s h i p . T h e basic p r i n -
ciples a r e s imple , easily l e a r n e d a n d r e m e m -
bered , b u t t h e r e a r e too m a n y excep t ions 
a n d special ru l e s . A n d , indeed , one can 
n o t a l w a y s see c o m p e l l i n g reason f o r t he 
i n d i v i d u a l ru le , even c o n s i d e r i n g the 
pecu l ia r i t i e s of A n g l o - S a x o n i n s t i t u t i ons 
a n d of the E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e . T h e l e a d i n g 
idea beh ind the p r inc ip le of c o r p o r a t e 
a u t h o r s h i p w a s ev iden t ly to f ind t he one 
t e r m on the " a n o n y m o u s " t i t l e page m o s t 
easi ly no t iced a n d r e m e m b e r e d by the user 
— c e r t a i n l y a r easonab le a n d sound t h o u g h t ! 
I n t he case of g o v e r n m e n t d o c u m e n t s one 
wi l l p r o b a b l y k n o w the c o u n t r y a n d f r e -
q u e n t l y t he g o v e r n m e n t agency . I n t h e 
case of s m a l l e r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e agencies one 
m i g h t r e m e m b e r t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l u n i t or 
t h e place n a m e . I n s t i t u t i o n s c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h a loca l i ty a r e p r o b a b l y r e m e m b e r e d 
by the place . Societies, c o r p o r a t i o n s , con-
fe rences , i n t e r n a t i o n a l bodies, etc. , a r e m o s t 
easily r e m e m b e r e d by the i r official n a m e s . 
T h e s e cons ide r a t i ons m a k e the C. R. f o r m u -
l a t e t h r e e basic pr inc ip les , w h i c h m i g h t 
r o u g h l y be f o r m u l a t e d as f o l l o w s : 
1. G o v e r n m e n t pub l i ca t i ons a r e e n t e r e d 
u n d e r t h e c o u n t r y ( p r o v i n c e , c i t y ) , fo l -
l o w e d by the n a m e of t he agency . 
2. I n s t i t u t i o n s , i.e., en t i t i es c l ea r ly con-
nec ted w i t h a local i ty , a r e e n t e r e d u n d e r 
place, f o l l o w e d by the n a m e of the ins t i tu -
t ion . 
3 . Societies, in the w i d e s t sense, a r e en-
t e red a n d fi led u n d e r t he f i rs t w o r d of the i r 
official n a m e . 
A f o u r t h r a t h e r i n h o m o g e n e o u s g r o u p , 
ca l led " m i s c e l l a n e o u s bod ies , " a r e t r e a t e d 
sepa ra t e ly . T h e y a r e a g r o u p m a d e u p of 
bodies w h i c h d o n o t be long to any of the 
g r o u p s m e n t i o n e d above, as f o r e x a m p l e 
congresses , exhib i t ions , exped i t ions , f i rms , 
e tc . 
E x c e p t i o n s f r o m these t h r e e ru l e s a r e 
h a r d l y avo idab le . T o give a n i l l u s t r a t i o n : 
n o b o d y w o u l d look f o r A m e r i c a n p r i v a t e 
un ivers i t i e s l ike H a r v a r d o r Y a l e u n d e r 
the p lace n a m e C a m b r i d g e or N e w H a v e n . 
O n the o t h e r h a n d , t he s t a t e univers i t ies , 
the so-cal led l a n d g r a n t colleges, a re gen-
e ra l ly k n o w n so w e l l u n d e r t h e n a m e of 
the s t a t e t h a t t he place n a m e , w h i c h w o u l d 
be t h e e n t r y r e q u i r e d by the basic ru l e , is 
of no s igni f icance . T h e s e excep t ions con-
f i r m the pr inc ip le , to choose the c o m m o n l y 
used a n d t h e r e f o r e g e n e r a l l y r e m e m b e r e d 
t e r m as e n t r y . T h e r e a re also less suc-
cess fu l so lu t ions , as f o r e x a m p l e in t h e 
r a t h e r d i f f icul t f ield of l aws , f o r e i g n 
t r ea t i e s a n d cons t i t u t i ons . I n these cases 
t he n a m e of the c o u n t r y shou ld be f o l l o w e d 
by the g o v e r n m e n t a l agency i ssu ing . B u t 
f r e q u e n t l y it is imposs ible to f ind o u t t h e 
agency . T o keep th is m a t e r i a l t o g e t h e r , 
the compi l e r s of C. R. dec ided to d i s r e g a r d 
the basic r u l e a n d to use a m e t h o d w h i c h is 
in f a c t a l ien to an a u t h o r c a t a l o g a n d is 
b o r r o w e d f r o m the p r inc ip les w h i c h a re 
f o l l o w e d in s u b j e c t ca ta logs . A l l l a w s a re 
e n t e r e d u n d e r the c o u n t r y , f o l l o w e d by the 
s t a n d a r d i z e d t e r m : "Laws, statutes, etc." 
T h i s a r t i f ic ia l g r o u p i n g has its p r ac t i c a l 
a d v a n t a g e , b u t it is a r b i t r a r y a n d m u s t be 
" l e a r n e d . " O n e c a n n o t expec t t h a t t h e 
a v e r a g e use r 3 is p r e p a r e d to keep such a 
r u l e in m i n d . 
E v e r y b o d y w h o has w o r k e d w i t h t he 
C. R. f inds t h e g r e a t e s t d i f f icu l ty in solv-
3 Always under consideration of eventual international 
application of cataloging rules. 
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ing the problem: "insti tution" or "society." 
In the individual case a decision is fre-
quently very difficult or cannot be made at 
all. First of all the names given in the 
original publications frequently designate 
the character and legal statute of the cor-
porate body involved in such a vague and 
even misleading manner that detailed en-
quiries as to the true nature of the "so-
ciety" or "insti tution" are necessary. T h e 
term "insti tute" is frequently used for en-
tities which are, according to their nature, 
societies. Consider the usage of the term 
"academy." Learned societies, but also 
schools, museums, etc., can be concealed 
under this term. The re are also doubtful 
cases whenever an organization shows the 
characteristics of both institution and so-
ciety at the same time. T o make things 
still worse, the organization might also 
have the character of a government agency. 
Such cases occur frequently among the 
many semiofficial organizations of authori-
tarian governments. T h e r e it is often 
quite impossible to distinguish between 
government agencies, institutions and so-
cieties. Certainly, cross references do help 
in practice and are therefore used by the 
C. R. more frequently than European cata-
logers are used to. 
T h e treatment of periodicals also causes 
doubt. T h e entry under the first word of 
the title except the article is the basic ru le ; 
but in certain cases the entry is under the 
corporate author. For example, the entry 
for the annual report of a government 
agency takes this f o r m : Canada. Forest 
Service. Annual report ; or, the proceed-
ings of a society: Academy of Political 
Science. Proceedings. T h e reason for de-
viation from the basic rule is obvious. 
T h e r e are hundreds of annual reports and 
of proceedings, and one needs to know the 
name of the issuing agency. W h y not 
make the best of it and emphasize the sig-
nificant te rm? But in this case, too, it is 
very difficult to draw a clear and correct 
distinguishing line which would be also 
intelligible for the user. An improvement 
could be found by distinguishing between 
periodicals with general designations as 
"Mit te i lungen," "Bullet in," "Comptes 
rendues," etc., in connection with the name 
of the issuing organization, and periodicals 
with specific names whose titles include in-
formation as to the contents or some other 
characteristical designation. 
T h e question is now whether it will be 
possible to remove these various weak spots 
of the C. R. without sacrificing the practi-
cal and useful principle of corporate author-
ship. Such a reform would involve the 
removal of the artificial and impractical di-
viding line between institutions and societies. 
One should consider entering local societies 
in the same way as institutions, under the 
place; national societies, like government 
agencies, under country. Geographical 
designations are best remembered and least 
complicated by synonyms. T h e question, to 
be solved in an international set of rules, 
of which language to accept for the names 
of countries and places, could be answered 
best by choosing the vernacular of the re-
gion concerned, as has been done in inter-
national railroad time tables. Certainly, 
such a rule is not always comfortable. T h e 
official name of the country might be less 
well known, as for instance, Eire for Ire-
land, Suomi for Finland. But in the in-
terest of international application this little 
inconvenience—easily repaired by cross 
references—must be tolerated. 
A general exception from this rule seems 
quite justified for all institutions and so-
cieties whose official names begin with a 
proper name ( for example, as mentioned 
before, the Harvard and Yale Universities, 
or the Senckenbergische Naturforschende 
Gesellschaft, etc.) , because in these cases 
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the proper name, mnemonically, is stronger 
than the place name. T h e value of the 
entry word as a help for the memory, af ter 
all, is the deciding factor. 
W i t h these few sketchy rules the greater 
part of corporate entries would be dis-
posed of. Still, there remain the organiza-
tions which cannot be very well connected 
with any locality: the Catholic Church, the 
International Red Cross, and in general 
the majori ty of the world-wide organiza-
tions and institutions. One is tempted to 
follow the method of mnemonics and to 
enter under the significant word. But the 
two organizations just mentioned demon-
strate already the difficulties in deciding 
which is the significant word. W h e r e 
would the layman user of the catalog look 
first, under Catholic or Church, under Red 
or Cross or International? One recognizes 
that we are lost in the ocean of subjective 
conjecture. I t seems advisable indeed to 
follow the Anglo-American system: entry 
under the first word (not being an article) 
of the best known name. 
Th is example leads us to a fur ther great 
difficulty in international unification. H o w 
should the genuinely anonymous writings 
be treated, after the corporate authors are 
disposed of? T h e Anglo-Saxons have the 
single and simple rule to enter under the 
first word of the title, even if it is an ad-
jective or a preposition. In the German-
speaking countries it is customary to enter 
under the first noun in the nominative case 
followed by other catch words. A large 
set of special rules governs the selection and 
correct order of these words. T h e Ger-
man librarian is completely familiar with 
these rules, by continuous usage. I t is cer-
tainly possible to learn these rules. T h e 
unbiased judge, however, will find them 
quite complicated and theoretical. W e ad-
mit, they harmonize with subtle philo-
logical principles and represent a master-
piece of German scholarly thoroughness, 
but how about the practical result for the 
general public? Can anybody really claim 
that the governing noun (often referred to 
as "substantivum regens") is always the 
most significant word of the title? N o t to 
mention that the sequence of words, as ar-
ranged according to the Pr . I. rules, fre-
quently turns out to be quite odd. T o 
illustrate—in the catalog of a large library 
you find as title heading the following se-
quence of words (in English) : Government 
Spanish axis. T h e nonlibrarian will be 
disturbed and believe it an error until he 
reads the full title, " T h e Spanish govern-
ment and the axis." But even then the 
layman will hardly understand how the 
cataloger ever arrived at this peculiar 
sequence of words. 
Leaving aside the difficulty of disposing 
of a traditional habit in vogue for many 
decades in many great libraries, there is no 
real advantage in sticking to the "Ordnungs-
wor t " rules contained in P r . I. If one 
considers the fur ther complications involved 
by the application of the Pr . I. principle— 
as evidenced by the long set of rules spe-
cifically designed for treating "Sachti tel"— 
the balance of arguments is decidedly in 
favor of the simple Anglo-American tech-
nique which implies a single, easily re-
membered rule. T h e latter may be called 
a mechanical device and is certainly lack-
ing a logical foundation, but it is the only 
practical solution of the problem. 
Do these suggestions open the way for the 
compilation of an internationally uniform 
set of cataloging rules based on the revised 
C. R.f W e can answer this question in 
the affirmative only when the librarians of 
the German-speaking and some other Con-
tinental European countries can be expected 
to make the heavy sacrifice to give up their 
treatment of anonymous writings and ac-
cept both corporate authorship and me-
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chanical title entries. T h i s author realizes 
the implications of such a step by many 
Continental European librarians. A n 
enormous amount of thinking and work ex-
pended in the creation and application of 
the Pr . I. through many years would be 
lost, the tradition of generations of librar-
ians would break off. T h e continuation of 
such great undertakings as the Gesarnt-
katalog, just begun, would suffer under the 
split between old and new techniques of 
cataloging. But we must not forget that 
all l iving matter tends toward renewal. 
Library work, too, is growing organically. 
Tradit ion should not prevent shedding an 
old, outworn garment and drawing a line 
to separate us from the outdated past. Is 
the time ripe for that? N o general reply 
is possible. Each library wi l l have to find 
its own answer independently. In every 
library, however, there arrives eventually 
the day when a new start is unavoidable. 
A n d has not the day for a new start arrived 
already among the ruins of Europe, where 
so many libraries are destroyed and have 
to start reconstruction ex fundamentis? 
It may be worth while to say a few 
words on the geopolitical situation of the 
library world, if I may use this expression. 
W e talked of an Anglo-American cata-
loging technique. Accurately speaking, the 
zone of influence of the C. R. surpasses the 
English-speaking world by far. W e know 
that Romance countries have introduced 
corporate authorship many years ago (in-
dependent from the C. R.) so that a change 
to the C. R. wi l l come easily there. T h e 
same tendency is shown by the young, 
promising libraries of Latin America. 
American library influence is strongly felt 
in Scandinavian countries, especially in 
Denmark and N o r w a y . 
A s to corporate authorship there is now 
even a tendency to favor it in German 
libraries, while the National Library of 
Bern is so far the only library which has 
adopted them in Switzerland (in its new 
unpublished rules). 
It is also quite important that a group 
of international institutions in Europe 
(League of Nations, International Labor 
Office, International Institute of Agricul-
ture) has accepted the Anglo-American 
rules long before the United Nations or 
Unesco existed. Even a venerable library 
with a long tradition, the Vaticana, has 
accepted Anglo-American cataloging tech-
nique in its principles and in many details 
in the Norrne per il catalogo degli stampati, 
thus creating the most modern, compre-
hensive and detailed set of rules of recent 
years. Most significant a n d — f r o m the 
viewpoint of world politics—highly sur-
prising is the fact that Soviet Russia 
remodeled its cataloging technique accord-
ing to Anglo-American principles. T h i s 
occurred within the authoritarian reorgani-
zation of her cultural life, in spite of strong 
counter tendencies which, for some time, 
pointed in favor of the Pr. I. W e must 
admit that under these circumstances the 
stronghold formerly held by central Europe 
has also been lost in this nonpolitical field. 
Is it dishonorable to join an overwhelming 
majority, if only practical things are con-
cerned and no loss of ideological values is 
involved, and if finally a compromise wi l l 
bring advantages to all parties con-
cerned ? 
In considering the pros and cons of the 
radical change we propose one should be 
careful not to be influenced by emotional 
sentiments or by considerations of national 
pride or prestige. Library service is simply 
a matter of practical utility. It is not the 
law per se (in our case the cataloging rules) 
that matters, but its usefulness and prac-
ticability for the average library user. 
Therefore the librarian, as the politician, 
must accept a realistic, and that means in 
250 COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES 
our days to some extent, a cosmopolitan 
point of view. 
T h e body which is in a position to ap-
proach the problems outlined above ex 
officio is the International Federation of 
Library Associations. One of its subcom-
mittees is in charge of the unification of 
cataloging rules. It is grati fying to find 
in one of the recent reports on the activi-
ties of this committee written by J. 
Ansteinsson, librarian, Technical Institute 
Library, Trondheim, N o r w a y , an evaluation 
of the international cataloging situation 
which stresses the same points, hints at the 
same difficulties and intimates a similar ap-
proach to a solution as the writer of this 
article has done quite independently.4 
It is also pleasant to know clearly from 
a former report of the International Com-
mittee of Libraries5 that everywhere, and 
especially in the United States, the interest 
in cataloging problems has grown consider-
ably within recent years. A new healthy 
self-criticism of methods has gained space. 
H o w significant, that in a paper by J. C . 
M . Hanson, the Nestor among American 
cataloging experts, w h o himself has worked 
on the creation of the C. R. in an influential 
position, after a long experience and at the 
end of his career, frankly confesses that he 
is in doubt whether the standard rules for 
corporate authorship really constitute a 
perfect solution of this difficult problem. 
Hanson regrets—so we read in A . D . Os-
born's report on Cataloging Developments 
in the United States 1940-IQ47 (Annex 
V I of the Proceedings)—that the problem 
of corporate authorship never had been the 
object of serious study, after the C. R. were 
established, and that nobody has clearly 
worked out the "fundamental theory" of 
corporate authorship. Osborn, fol lowing 
4 Actes du Comite international des bibliotheques, 
i4me session, Londres 20-23 sept. 1948. La Haye, 1949. 
5 Actes du Comite international des bibliotheques, 
i3me session, Oslo 20-22 mai 1947. La Haye, 1947. 
Hanson, shows, how in many individual 
cases the C. R. cause doubt and disorgani-
zation, drastically pointing out the diffi-
culties which result from the frequently 
occurring changes of names of government 
agencies, institutions and societies. Os-
born is certainly right in saying, " W e are 
sure that the corporate entry is sound in 
theory, but we are not so sure when it comes 
to individual cases." T h e practical con-
clusion, drawn by the Americans from this 
situation, is that the C. R. needs a thorough 
revision in the treatment of corporate 
authorship. A revised text of the rules 
is planned and a preliminary draft was 
published in 1941. T h e decisive problems, 
however, were not touched upon, and, 
therefore, the draft was rejected by many. 
A final version of the new C. R. must be 
preceded by a "thorough investigation of 
the corporate entry." T h i s opens a valu-
able and perhaps unique chance for coun-
tries which do not use the C. R. to make 
their influence felt in the final rules. 
N o t only in the United States, but 
also in other countries voices are heard, 
very different from the tired skepticism 
which prevailed in 1939 in the Hague, 
when the same committee discussed the 
topic of uniform cataloging. So in France 
a strong movement in favor of unification 
of catalogs led to the publication of a na-
tional code of cataloging in 1945, which is, 
however, rather vague as far as corporate 
entries are concerned (according to the 
statement of M r . Ansteinsson). Still more 
receptive to international tendencies of uni-
fication are the librarians of Czechoslovakia. 
T h e y realize that they are in the focal 
point of the struggle between the Pr. I. and 
the C. Rthe latter basically accepted by 
Russia. A n anonymous reporter for 
Czechoslovakia, describing in the C. I. B. 
report of 1947 the library development of 
his country, calls the diversity of the Ger-
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man and the American concept, historically 
represented by the influential personalities 
of Cutter and Dziatzko , the real core of 
the international unification problem. T h e 
Czechoslovakian report recognizes ful ly the 
thoroughness and logical consistency of the 
Pr . I., but emphasizes the usefulness of 
corporate authorship, especially taking into 
consideration the enormous increase of 
"anonymous" publications. 
It is clear that a fundamental prerequisite 
for an international code of cataloging 
rules is national unification of cataloging 
practice. In many countries there is still 
considerable inconsistency and diversity be-
tween the different types of libraries and 
sometimes between linguistic groups. But 
the progress in national codification may 
and should be accompanied by efforts to 
promote international unification. It is up 
to the International Federation of Library 
Associations to attack the main problems 
which are sketchily outlined in this article 
with energy and with the optimistic feel-
ing that in spite of all obstacles the final 
target wi l l be reached and wi l l work out 
to the benefit of all. 
Remodel While You Work 
(Continued from page 2j6) 
and during operations in order to adjust 
the minds of the public and staff to the 
extraordinary conditions prevailing. In due 
time, preparations to reoccupy the refinished 
building should be made in some detail, to 
proceed by department or section, perhaps 
as construction work is completed. A cele-
bration by staff, public and friends might 
wel l signalize the termination of the altera-
tions work or of a particularly significant 
portion of it (such as a rare book room or 
an undergraduate l ibrary) . It would mark 
the cessation of a particularly difficult and 
trying experience and might open a new era 
in library history. 
It is difficult to anticipate the contingen-
cies which may arise while revising and 
adding to existing construction. For this 
reason remodeling is less sought by building 
contractors than is new construction, and if 
revisions are to be very comprehensive, unit 
costs may run higher than for new work. 
Extensive alterations during occupancy are 
disadvantageous both to contractor and li-
brarians, and the most workable compromise 
should be made between normal library 
function and the complete abandonment of 
the building to plasterers, painters and 
plumbers. 
Remodeling calls for careful, creative 
planning, adequate funding, meticulous co-
ordination and limitless reserves of staff 
good wi l l and endurance. But if the old 
building is to continue as a modern library, 
an educational force and research center, 
and as a workshop for an inspired library 
staff, it must be continuously reshaped in 
the image of that fleeting goal, ideal func-
tion, and of that evanescent measure of 
good and beauty, our hearts' desire. 
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